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P R E S S    R E L E A S E 
 

March 22, 2011 
 

City of Marshall Urges Private Disconnection of Sump 

Pumps from Sanitary Sewer Line  
 

The City of Marshall is currently experiencing heavy flows at the wastewater treatment 

plant and lift stations due to inflow and infiltration of stormwater into the sanitary sewer 

system.  This excess water is causing our system to reach maximum treatment capacity 

which may lead to private backups with further flows from heavy rains or other sources of 

stormwater. 

 

We are urging residences and commercial owners to inspect their sump pump systems to 

verify that they are not connected to the sanitary sewer line.  Examples of what to look for 

include piping directly from the sump to the sanitary sewer main stack pipe or a discharge 

to a floor drain or laundry tub.  A legal sump pump has all piping leading to an exterior 

discharge. Storm water and sump pump discharges should be directed away from your 

homes onto your yard or to the street curbs to avoid seepage back into your home. 

 

It is unlawful to discharge sump pumps, foundation drains, or any other ground water or 

storm water into the City of Marshall Sanitary Sewer.  This will result in a $300 fine. This is 

clean water that does not need to be pre-treated at the wastewater plant. The excess storm 

water from illegal sump pumps contributes to an overload on the Sanitary Sewer System 

which may lead to sewage backups into homes and forcing the City to bypass untreated 

sewage to the river. This is a very serious problem and we are urging the public’s 

assistance. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the Wastewater Treatment Facility at 537-6776.  

They would be happy to inspect your system without penalties to verify if there are 



compliance issues and advise to corrective measures if appropriate.  The corrective piping is 

generally a very low cost solution. 

 

The city does have a permit system in place for legal winter discharge of sump pumps to the 

Sanitary Sewer but has ended for the season. 

 

For more information on flooding in the Marshall area please go to our City website; 

www.marshallmn.com.  
 

 
NOTE TO EDITORS: For more information, please contact: 

Wastewater Treatment Facility at 507-537-6776. 
 

http://www.marshallmn.com/

